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irst, some bad news: cancer is

the second most common cause

of death for American Indian and
Alaska Native people, accounting for
one out of every six deaths. Of the
fatal cancers, by far the most com-
mon is lung cancer, which is respon-
sible for one-fourth of all cancer
deaths each year. Lung cancer rates
have been steadily increasing for
American Indians and Alaska Natives
= : since the 1960s. Lung cancer is al-
; most always fatal, since it spreads so
rapidly through the lung and there is
no good screening test to detect it
before it spreads.







