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NATIONAL INDIAN COUNCIL ON AGING 

Resolution #2016 – 03 

TITLE: NICOA Elders Support Passage of S.2785, Tribal Youth and 

Community Protection Act of 2016 

 

WHEREAS, we the members of the National Indian Council on Aging, Inc. 

(NICOA) of the United States, invoking the divine blessing of the Creator 

upon our efforts and purposes, in order to preserve for ourselves and our 

descendants the inherent sovereign rights of our Indian nations, rights 

secured under Indian treaties and agreements with the United States, to 

enlighten the public toward a better understanding of the issues and needs 

of American Indian and Alaska Native Elders, to preserve Indian cultural 

values, and otherwise promote the health, safety and welfare of our Elders, 

do hereby establish and submit the following resolution; and  

WHEREAS, NICOA was established in 1976 by Tribal Leaders to advocate 

for improved comprehensive health, social services and economic 

wellbeing for American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) Elders; and  

WHEREAS, on April 12, 2016 S. 2785, the Tribal Youth and Community 

Protection Act of 2016 was introduced into the U.S. Senate. S. 2785 states 

that children in Indian Country should be protected from violence, tribal 

communities which includes caregivers (Caregivers include any parent, 

guardian, legal custodian, and any relative of the child such as 

grandparents, great-grandparents) should be able to protect themselves 

from offenders who bring illegal drugs onto Indian reservations, and 

violence against children and crimes associated with illegal drugs increase 

the number of victims suffering from trauma in tribal communities. 

Congress established the Indian Law and Order Commission to advise the 

federal government on improving criminal justice in Indian Country. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NICOA Elders hereby support 

the swift passage of S. 2785 to protect Native children and promote public 

safety in Indian Country. NICOA joins with NCAI in supporting this bill.  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be the policy of NICOA 
until it is withdrawn or modified by subsequent resolution. 

 

 

 

 

Board of Directors 

 
James T. DeLaCruz, Sr., Chairman 
Quinault Indian Nation 
Northwest Region (ID, OR, WA) 
 
Eddie Tullis, Vice Chairman 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
Eastern Region (Eastern US) 
 
Martha Adele Miheusuah, Secretary 
Comanche Nation 
Southern Plains Region 
(KS, Western OK, TX) 
 
JoAnne Jones, Treasurer 
Ho Chunk Nation 
Midwest Region (IA, MI, MN, WI, IL) 
 
Anna Frank 
Native Village of Minto 
Alaska Region (AK) 
 
Lillian Thomas 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
Eastern Oklahoma Region 
(Eastern OK) 
 
Robert LaFromboise 
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Great Plains Region (ND, NE, SD) 
 
Ralph Bennett, Jr. 
Navajo Nation 
Navajo Area 
 
Virginia Hill 
Tonawanda Band of Senecas Nation 
Pacific Region (CA) 
 
Lucia Trujillo 
Pueblo of Sandia (NM, CO) 
Southwest Region 
 
Phyllis Antone 
Gila River Indian Community 
Western Region (AZ, NV, UT) 
 
(Vacant) 
Rocky Mountain (MT, WY) 
 
(Vacant) 
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C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

I hereby certify that the above resolution was passed before a duly called meeting of the National Indian 

Council on Aging membership on 14, September, 2016, in Niagara Falls, NY, at which a quorum was 

present. 

 

 

 

Chairman 


